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1. Nature Recovery
• Since 1970, over 40% of UK animal, butterfly and bird species have declined, with more 

than 25% of mammals in Britain facing extinction and one-in-seven of all wildlife species 

under threat. 

• Cumbria is particularly rich in both habitats and species, and many sites are afforded 

some kind of statutory protection. The county is home to many rare and endangered 

species such as the Red Squirrel, the Natterjack Toad, the Netted Carpet Moth and 

Water Vole as well as habitats of special interest such as peat bogs, hay meadows and 

limestone pavements.

• The council is committed to a green recovery, building flood resilience, natural flood 

management, sustainable land management (future environmental land management), 

planting trees and encouraging active travel to protect and enhance our environment for 

future generations.
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Nature Recovery (cont)

• Over £9.5million of government funding has been secured for flood resilience, tree 

planting and boosting biodiversity across Cumbria over the next 5 years through projects 

such as Cumbria Coastal Community Forest, Planting for Pollinators, Local Authority 

Treescapes Fund and Cumbria Community Flood Resilience Innovation Programme.

• These projects will be beneficial for residents, communities and visitors alike, creating 

jobs and providing opportunities, creating a more resilient landscape to climate change 

through reducing the local impacts of flooding and drought, as well as creating a green 

corridor for people, nature and biodiversity.
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Nature Recovery Projects

• Local Nature Recovery Strategy - LNRS developed and awaiting further 

guidance from DEFRA on next stages

• Planting for Pollinators – £821,500 being invested with over 158ha of land 

being dedicated for pollination

• Local Authority Treescape Fund – £229k is committed for the planting of 71 

trees in Barrow-in-Furness

• Cumbria Coastal Community Forest – £2.6m committed and Forest Plan is 

under development by the Community Forest Board

• Biodiversity Net Gain – CCC has received £10,047, along with the 6 DCs

• Nutrients Neutrality – led by DCs

• CCC’s Environment Fund and COMF - £3.6m committed to environment 

projects across the six local areas of Cumbria
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Local Nature Recovery Strategy

• Cumbria was chosen by DEFRA to be one of the five pilot Local Nature 

Recovery Strategy Local Authorities

• Complimented for excellent stakeholder engagement and support, the LNRS 

has identified the following strategic priorities for Cumbria:
- Increase connectivity of habitats

- Contribute to natural flood management

- Contribute to climate change mitigation

- Enable productive farming to continue alongside nature recovery

- Restore and manage peatlands

- Create more trees and woodlands

• Now waiting for DEFRA guidance (expected Autumn 2022).  The momentum of 

the pilot has been maintained
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Planting for Pollinators

• Habitation creation and restoration – restore or create 158 

hectares (53 sites) of wildflower rich habitat – including 

roadside verges, farmland, community green spaces, orchards, 

church grounds, public and private gardens

• Take action for pollinators – provide opportunities for people 

to take action – through volunteering, pollinator identification 

and recording training, and planting activities within local 

communities, green spaces and gardens,

• Grow local provenance wildflowers and join the National

Seedbank Network, to collect, store and use seed for this and

future restoration projects,

• Provide training and volunteering opportunities (including

young people and disability groups) to enable people to learn

more about how they can help pollinators,

• Provide conservation jobs for young people,

• Develop a pollinator strategy for Cumbria
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Planting for Pollinators will focus on addressing habitat loss and fragmentation by creating a mosaic of pollinator 

friendly habitat. This will be done in a variety of ways:
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• Habitat creation and restoration
• In winter/spring 2022 project manager and project 

ecologist carried out an initial habitat baseline 

surveys of existing vegetation at each site.  This 

included soil sampling

• 53 sites all now have restoration plans detailing

• works to be carried out

• timeframes

• species to be used

• suggested suppliers and contractors

• costing of how this can be achieved with the 
funds available

• Beginning practical restoration of sites

Planting for Pollinators
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Local authority Treescapes Fund (LATF)

• In May 2021 DEFRA launched the Local Authority Treescapes Fund (LATF) to 

increase tree planting and natural regeneration in local communities. Nationally 

£2.7m was made available in 2021/22, building the pipeline of projects for 

community planting in future years

• As part of this fund CCC submitted an application bid for tree planting schemes 

in key locations along the highway in Barrow-in-Furness

• The Forestry Commission awarded the full £229k (bid for) to CCC for the 

planting of 71 trees

• It has been challenging tendering for the works (2 rounds to date) but we are 

determined to finalise this project
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Cumbria Coastal Community Forest

• Cumbria Coastal Community Forest (CCCF) is the newest of 

England’s Community Forests – now 13 in total – joining in November 

2021 after a successful bid by CCC, Cumbria Woodlands and the 

National Trust

• Prioritising woodland creation in areas where there is no community 

forest nearby, where there is low tree cover, high levels of socio-

economic deprivation and significant concentrations of people.

• In some of the most challenging areas of the country linking in with:

– Green recovery

– Levelling up

– Wellbeing

• England’s Community Forests will be there to support CCCF. We can 

learn from others, but CCCF will be a bespoke programme to make 

sure we have the most appropriate scheme for our residents
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Trees for Climate Fund and the 

governance



Serving the people of Cumbria

Delivery
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Coastal 

Community 
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Partnership 

Board
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Major Match Funders:

Trees for Climate 
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Ambition

• The area will initially focus on Barrow, 

Copeland and Allerdale – stretching out to 

Carlisle and other areas nearby in subsequent 

years.

• Aiming to plant 150 ha over the next 3 years

• Long term ambition to plant up to 5000 ha over 

the next 25 years.

• A Forest Plan will be developed this year to set 

the strategy and objectives for investment in 

woodland creation projects that will deliver the 

ambition of CCCF 
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CCC’s Environment Fund

• Each Local Area Committee has had in 2021/22 - £200,000 to spend on Environment related 

projects with an additional £200,000 from the Containment Outbreak Management Fund

• This has seen near 90 projects ranging from footpath and cycle path improvements to planting 

trees and pollinator friendly plants to having environment experts talk at schools

• In 2022/23 the Council agreed to replicate the Environment Fund for a second year giving each 

local committee £200,000. This has meant over 2 years £3.6m has been committed to 

environmental projects

• The projects for this year are being progressed but include large scale pollinator projects, tree 

planting, footpath improvements and cycleways
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• Biodiversity net gain (BNG) is an approach to development that leaves biodiversity in 

a measurably better state than before. This means protecting existing habitats and 

ensuring that lost or degraded habitats are compensated for by enhancing or creating 

habitats that are of greater value to wildlife and people

• The Environment Act 2021 includes provisions that make the achievement of 10%

biodiversity gain mandatory for developments under the Town and Country Planning

Act 1990. The requirement is due to come into force in late 2023

• The purpose of this grant is to provide funding to local authorities in England, towards

expenditure lawfully incurred or to be incurred by them to achieve that

• Cumbria County Council has received a contribution of £10,047 and the 6 District

Councils in Cumbria have also received a contribution of £10,047 each

• DEFRA’s aspiration is that Local Planning Authorities will use the funding to expand

their ecologist capacity and upskill current ecologist resource with regards planning

application assessment and preparation for the introduction of the mandatory BNG

requirement

Biodiversity Net Gain
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• March 2022 - Natural England (supported by Planning Inspectorate) issued Nutrient 

Neutrality Regulations

• 43 local planning authorities impacted including - LDNP, Carlisle, South Lakeland, 

Copeland and Allerdale

• New developments must not add any extra nutrients, in particular phosphates, to these 

catchments. If a development will increase nutrient levels, for example by adding new 

houses to the area, it must have a way of removing the same amount of nutrients from 

somewhere else in that catchment

• Essentially an embargo on certain types of development:

• Agricultural development which will result in an increase in stock numbers; or

• New overnight accommodation (including new dwellings, new camping, glamping or 

caravan pitches served by on-site toilet or washing facilities, or new hotel bedroom 

accommodation); or

• New tourism development which is likely to increase the number of day visitors to a 

premises;

Nutrient Neutrality
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The catchment areas, or parts thereof, affected in Cumbria are:

• River Derwent and Bassenthwaite Lake Special Area of Conservation

• River Eden Special Area of Conservation

• River Kent Special Area of Conservation

• Esthwaite Water RAMSAR

Steps to date:

Cumbrian local planning authorities and those affected in Northumberland agreed:

• LDNPA be nominated lead authority for three catchments

• Carlisle City Council be nominated lead authority for Eden

• LDNPA and Carlisle have formally agreed to work together – Joint Project Board being 

convened  - inaugural meeting in August (to also include Natural England and Environment 

Agency)

• Govt to release £100,000 to each affected catchment – therefore £400,000.  One off payment 

to find solutions

Nutrient Neutrality
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2. Natural Capital
• We recognise the critical role our environment plays and that the opportunities 

gained by looking after our natural capital could be huge for Cumbria

• If we invest in our nature, we can help mitigate against flood risk, help regulate 

extreme climate, enable greater pollination and expand our biodiversity, help to 

regulate noise levels and air quality, create carbon storage as well as creating 
opportunities for access to nature and the health and wellbeing that that brings 

• The new Environment Act 2021 makes it clear the critical role natural assets play in 

providing services that are vital for the physical wellbeing of the population, such as 

clean air, water, healthy soils, and the natural regulation of hazards, such as 

flooding
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Cumbria’s Natural Capital

• Cumbria is home to some of the UK’s most valuable natural assets. Having England’s 

largest and most visited national park, the Lake District along with the Yorkshire Dales 

and three Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Cumbria is fortunate to have such 

enriching natural environments.

• Making up half the land mass of the North West, yet being the second most sparsely 

populated county in England our natural assets support the urban centres of the region 

and beyond. 56% of the county is covered by national parks and areas of outstanding 

natural beauty, and our residents and visitors are never more than a few miles away from 

one of over 40 nature reserves across the county.

• Nearly 80% of Cumbria’s coastline is classified as European Marine Sites – Special Area 

of Conservation and/or Special Protected Areas. 
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Natural Capital –

elements of 

nature that have 

value to society

• Carbon Sequestration

• Nature Recovery - Thriving plants 
and wildlife

• Cleaner Air Quality

• Natural Flood Management

• Social Prescribing – Health and 
Well Being

• Access for all

• Beauty, heritage and engagement

Trees, 
Woodlands, 
Forests, Hedges 

• Flood Management

• Cleaner water quality

• Nutrient Neutrality

• Nature recovery and improved 
biodiversity

• sustainable food systems

• Social Prescribing – Health and 
Well Being

• Access for all

• Beauty, heritage and engagement

Rivers

• Carbon Sequestration

• Sustainable Food System

• Nature Recovery

• Social Prescribing – Health and 
Well Being

• Access for all

• Beauty, heritage and engagement

Land – Peat, 
Grasslands. Soil

• Nature recovery and improved 
biodiversity

• Sustainable food supply

• Health and Wellbeing benefits

• Access for all

• Beauty, heritage and engagement

Habitat 
Enhancement

• Improved water quality

• Sustainable food supply

• Carbon Sequestration

• Nature Recovery

• Health and Wellbeing benefits

• Access for all

• Beauty, heritage and engagement

Marine –
wetlands, salt 
marshes, sand 

dunes
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Borderlands*
• This project underpins the development of the rural economy and supports clean growth. The UK and 

Scottish Governments will jointly fund up to £5 million in Scotland and DEFRA will contribute up to £5 
million in England, subject to full business case approval, to develop trials and sector strategies to 
capture the benefits of the region’s natural capital.

• In England the approach will build on the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) pilots which were 
trialled in both Cumbria and Northumberland as part of a national scheme. These pilots sought to 
test how to produce an LNRS before their preparation is mandated across the country by the 
Environment Bill. The pilots will propose what action should be taken and where to support nature’s 
recovery and deliver wider environmental benefits, such as managing habitats to reduce flood risk. 
This will improve the quality of habitats for wildlife and bring benefits to local communities as well. 

• The emerging projects on both sides of the border will apply the same natural capital approach and 
as such will work together in sharing best practice and learning as well as exploring the scope to 
increase the scale of these trials to wider areas as appropriate

*The Growth Deal March 2021 - Borderlands_Inclusive_Growth_Deal_Deal_Document_2021_-_Signed.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/970683/Borderlands_Inclusive_Growth_Deal_Deal_Document_2021_-_Signed.pdf
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Borderlands – Natural Capital

Borderlands – £5m committed to Cumbria and Northumberland in the Deal. 

Business case being developed for natural capital activity for approval by DEFRA

Emerging priorities for the business case are:

1. Green Finance Model – to leverage more finance in to our area through Natural Capital 

gains

2. Facilitating access to the area for all

3. Supporting local businesses, including farmers – understand the emerging funding 

opportunities

4. Natural Capital Mapping/Accounting to help highlight the Natural Capital gains from 

projects (although this should not hold up the above).

Discussions are underway with stakeholders to identify potential interventions and projects 

for the business case
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Community Preparedness and Resilience
• Surveying communities to understand their 

fears and aspirations. 

• Helping communities to better understand 

their flood risk

• Supporting community preparedness; 

developing networks between community 

groups, sharing the knowledge of 

established community emergency 

planning groups

• Providing communities with access to 

funding to improve capacity, training & 

equipment

• Taking a place-based approach to 

resilience; improving the relationship with 

RMAs & emergency responders
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Where in Cumbria are we working
• Grasmere (and by extension Rydal 

communities)

• Crummock and Lorton (and by 

extension Cockermouth 

communities)

• Appleby , including Warcop (and by 

extension Carlisle Communities)

• Stockdalewath including Greystoke

(and by extension Carlisle 

communities)

• Staveley (and Kentmere

communities)



Serving the people of Cumbria

CiFR Project Principles

• Six primary work streams

– NFM at scale enough to move risk bands

– Farming & Community Officers

– Monitoring, warnings and modelling

– Community preparedness and resilience

– Blended finance

– Strategic evaluation and dissemination

• To provide evidence to support a new strategic targeting and funding 

structure for Cumbria

• To alter local and national policy and funding decisions 
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Natural Flood Management at scale

• Working rule of 10,000m3 per 
1km2

• Utilising all the information 
gathered from the Cumbria NFM 
program

• In addition to the flood benefits 
evaluating structures for 
phosphate, nitrogen and carbon

• Will be aiming to trial some new 
designs, looking at specific 
return period requirements
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Farming & Community Officers
• New variant of Catchment Sensitive 

Farming officers with a flood and 
community remit

• Trusted intermediary between us 
and landowners

• To enable long-term working on 
land for flood risk, farm 
sustainability, water quality and 
biodiversity

• Will help unlock funding from 
CS/ELM/EWCO to add value and 
additional funding to the project

• To help form closer relationships 
between the land and the towns
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Benefits for Cumbria – for nature, people and the climate

35


